The Q Collective
presents

Plays by John Bavoso, Nick Malakhow, Charlie Meyers, Amber Palmer,
Martha Patterson, Michael Pisaturo, and Winston Stiwell
Lyrics by Liesl Ehmke
Music by Holly Barber
Starring
Rachel Bailey • Holly Connor • Lauren Dobbs • Lilian Claire Dodenhoff •
Carmen García • Matthew Kauzlarich • George Napper • Jennifer Perez • Cameron
Pille • Sarah Ratcliff • Kelvin Urday • Ron Weiss
Music directed by Holly Barber
Guitar accompaniment provided by Holly Barber for Thursday and Matinee
performances and by Buddy Shumaker for Friday and Saturday performances.
Stage managed by Emily Ann Fluchel
Lighting Design by Jim Robert
Board operators– Jim Robert and Tom Pini

Q-tributors
Thank you to all our Q-tributors. Your contributions make this event
possible.
$1,000+
Richard Gutenburg

$251-$500
Sean Michael
George Napper

$101-$250

$26-$100
Jim Ambrose
Carol Robinson
Ann Taylor

$1-$25
Lana Dvorak
Bill and Nancy Frazier
Lea Gerdes
Jon Klingensmith
Michele Meckfessel
Stephen Peirick
Natalie Piper
Lauren Waymire

WELCOME TO THE COLLECTIVE!
And welcome back to the Coming Out Play Festival! We are so excited to be
presenting the second edition of this festival.
This year’s festival features 9 outstanding plays out of 136 submissions
received from around the world! Thank you so much to everyone who
submitted.
When we first began the process of creating the Q Collective and this festival,
we did not realize how vital telling our stories would become. Trans women,
especially women of color, are being murdered at a terrifying rate. We are
seeing the resurgence of “religious freedom” bills that allow people to
discriminate based on “beliefs”. Gay men are being beaten. Its hard not to look
at all this and to ask, “How far have we really come?” and more importantly,
“What do we do?”
I am not an in-the-streets activist. My place is on the stage, my activism is
storytelling, and my role is holding a mirror to show society the good, the bad,
and the ugly.
In today’s world of continued attacks on women, minorities, and the
LGBT2QIA+ community, the stories you see tonight are beacons of light.
And as always, remember: Art cannot the change the world. Art can change
people’s minds and people change the world.

Sean Michael, Artistic Director
PS. Whoever you are, however you identify, here you are welcomed, you are
loved, and you are valid.

The Q Collective Staff
Artistic Director……………………………………...……..……….Sean Michael
Artistic Advisors……………………………………….Tina Farmer, Scott Miller
Graphic Designer……………………………………………………….Kai Kiefer
Photography…………………………………………………...Elizabeth Rajchart
Board of Directors………….....Ashley Downs, Sean Michael, Carol Robinson,
Darrious Varner, Jordan Zeitler

We want to send a special shout-out to our queer
family at St. Paul United Church of Christ for
hosting auditions and rehearsals for The Coming
Out Play Festival
Join the congregation for worship every Sunday at
10:15 AM!

Mission
The Q Collective produces theatre that explores gender and sexuality and
emphasizes development of local playwrights and composers in an atmosphere
of respect and openness while also encouraging risk-taking and truth-telling.
#NotInOurHouse
The Q Collective is committed to maintaining a safe environment for artists to
work. We have adopted the Chicago Theatre Standards so that non-union
artists may also have the same protections guaranteed to Actors Equity
Association artists. Please find the standards at notinourhouse.org.

THOUGHTS FROM DARRIOUS VARNER
I just want to start by saying I'm so proud of everyone involved with this year's festival!
All nine of these shows are poignant and powerful, but I'm a bit biased when it comes to
Catching Lemons and Second Look.
Carmen and Ron wreck me and put me back together every time I watch! The chemistry
between these two is electric and they bring Mike's beautiful story to life. This story of
grandson and grandma reminds me of me and my grandma growing up. We spent so much
time together watching tv, drinking coffee and, freakishly enough, dipping lemons in bowls
of sugar.
What a beautiful portrayal of new love between Kelvin and George! This show is so
tender and sweet and powerful. It fights against the stereotype of beauty in the gay
community and proves that beauty is in the EYE of the beholder. When I read this script I
was a little nervous about potentially directing it. I didn't know that I could bring out the
nuances, but I'm proud of myself and my actors for trusting each other with the majesty of
Nick's piece.

A NOTE FROM JANINE NORMAN
Neshama and The Man in a Lavender Suit are both near and dear to my heart, one for my
Jewish heritage and the other for my struggles with my own sexuality. I remember my own
Bat Mizvah; the pride of my family as they watched me get up on the bimah to chant Torah,
as a culmination of years of study, and become a woman in the eyes of the community. The
concept of l'dor vador, from generation to generation, is so deeply important to the Jewish
people and you can see it embodied in the character of Bubbe, whose pride in her
grandchild is contagious as Sam takes up the mantle of Judaism. However, Sam’s confusion
and fear, holds them back from accepting that joy and responsibility. Sam’s struggle to
define themself as both a Jew in a new and evolving tradition and as a person who may not
be exactly what their family expected can resonate with everyone. We each have a unique
neshama, or soul, and laying that soul bare to those that care about us can be scary-- but Sam
proves that it can also be uplifting, allowing the neshama to shine its brightest when
surrounded by love and acceptance.
When it comes to Lavendar Suit, if you strip bare all the spirits and ouija boards, the lights
and thunder crashes, what you get is a girl asking to be seen for who she is. Despite patting
ourselves on the back for becoming more accepting, bi-erasure is very much omnipresent
still today, and it is something I have experienced in my own life. From friends who have
made jokes about me only being gay when I've had a few drinks, or family who laugh off
bisexuality as a phase or a "stop on the way to gay town," accepting the many facets of my
sexuality has been difficult at best and impossible at worst. I hope that this show can
awaken people to some of their own unconscious prejudices and how they affect those they
know and love. I urge everyone to take a step back, and consider whether you are merely
looking or if you really see.

THE PLAYS
ACT I
The Home for Retired Canadian Girlfriends
by John Bavoso
directed by Ashley Downs
Rupert – George Napper
Tiffany – Rachel Bailey
Catching Lemons
by Michael Pisaturo
directed by Darrious Varner
Matthew – Ron Weiss
Rose – Carmen Garcia
Baby Dyke Whisperer
by Amber Palmer
directed by Sean Michael
Erin – Lauren Dobbs
Betty – Rachel Bailey
Like Summer on the Beach
by Martha Patterson
directed Ashley Downs
Meg – Lilian Claire Dodenhoff
The Man in a Lavender Suit
by Irene L. Pynn
directed by Janine Norman
Vanessa – Rachel Bailey
Johanna – Lauren Dobbs
Piper – Jennifer Perez
Emma – Cameron Pille

THE PLAYS
ACT II
Parent/Child
by Wintson Stilwell
directed by Sean Michael
Parent – Carmen Garcia
Child – Holly Sears
Second Look
by Nick Malakhow
directed by Darrious Varner
Jason – George Napper
Robbie – Kelvin Urday
Neshama
by Charlie Meyers
directed by Janine Norman
Sam – Sarah
Jake – Ron Weiss
Zayde – Carmen Garcia
That Perfect Kiss
lyrics by Lee Ehmke
music by Holly Barber
Prince – Kelvin Urday
Cinderella – Cameron Pille
Advisor – Matthew Kauzlarich
Sister/Princess – Rachel Bailey

Rachel Bailey (she/her/hers) is thrilled to be making her Q Collective debut! She
was recently seen as Skyler in Hoist at the Tesseract Festival of New Plays. Other
favorite roles include Seyton in Macbeth (Blind Pigs), Suzanne in Twilight of the Golds
(Solid Lines Productions), and many assorted women in AFI's 100 Greatest Films
(Magic Smoking Monkey). When not working around Grand Center, Rachel can be
found writing cabarets, reading heavy books, and drinking too much coffee. Love
always to her roommate, friends, family, and Benny for putting up with her constant
shenanigans.
Holly Barber (she/her/hers) is so excited for this year’s Coming Out Play Festival!
Though this is the first time that she and Lee have collaborated on writing a play, the
two of them have co-directed many musicals together at Principia School. Recent
past projects include co-composing and MDing the new one-act musical Vegan of
Venice and MDing the Q Collective’s critically acclaimed production of Hedwig and
the Angry Inch. Upcoming projects include singing in Incubating Now! A Cabaret
Fundraiser and MDing Heathers the Musical. Holly is honored to be part of this
festival, and she can’t wait to see everyone shine! www.hollyabarber.com
John Bavoso (he/him/his) is a Washington, DC-based playwright, book and theatre
reviewer, marketer, and aspiring wrangler of unicorns. He mostly writes plays about
women and queer people who are awkwardly attempting (and generally failing) to
engage with serious subject matter using only dry wit and impeccably timed
combative taunts. His plays have been produced and/or developed in DC, Virginia,
New York, Colorado, Texas, California, Florida, South Carolina, Wisconsin,
Washington, Illinois, Maryland, Maine, Massachusetts, Kansas, Missouri, and
Arizona; Toronto, Canada; and Gold Coast and Sydney, Australia. For more info,
please visit: www.John.Bavoso.com.
Holly Connor (she/her/hers), is in the 9th grade, and thrilled to be in her first Q
Collective production. A few favorite credits include: Cobweb in Midsummer Night’s
Dream (SFSL), Grandma in Addams Family (GCPA), Mdm. Aubert in Titanic
(GCPA), Medda Larkin in Newsies (Wydown), Bird Woman in Mary Poppins
(COCA), Cinderella’s Mother in Into The Woods (Debut), Queen Victoria in Little
Princess (GCPA), Glinda in Wizard of Oz (CMS), Mama Ogre in Shrek (Spotlight),
and Mrs. Darling in Peter Pan (J Theater). She studies voice, piano, acting, ballet, tap
and jazz. “Many thanks for everyone’s continued support." IG: holly.lynn.connor

Lauren Dobbs (she/her/hers) is ecstatic to be apart of The Q Collective’s Coming
Out Play Festival! Lauren received her MFA in Theatre Arts from the University of
Louisville. She is committed to artistic work that uplifts marginalized groups and
promotes freedom of expression. Previous roles include Antigone in Antigone and
Mother in The Long Christmas Ride Home.
Lilian Claire Dodenhoff (she/her/hers) is a New Orleans transplant enjoying the
vibrant offerings of the local art and community of STL. She works in both
performance and technical theatre roles and enjoys a good bike ride through the
park. Follow @thelilianclaire Instagram and other social media.
Ashley Downs (she/her/hers) is making her directorial debut with a company that
has a mission she is passionate about. She is also a local actor that has worked with
many St. Louis companies including Tesseract, R-S Theatrics, and the Q Collective.
She hopes you are provoked to think and consider other world views tonight. Enjoy
the show!
Liesl “Lee” Ehmke (she/her/hers) is a playwright and has been the theatre arts
teacher and director at Principia School since 2008. Her published work includes
Gillian’s Isle (Plays To Order’s The Gilligan Variations), Finding Nina (Polychron
Press’s A Mourning Hollow), Here They Come and Up In the Air (Plays To Order’s
Thanksgiving Day: Volumes I & II), and Santa’s Little Helper, On My Knees, and One Last
Run-Through (Plays To Order’s Christmas Eve in Bethlehem, NH). Her productions
include Take 81 (Mill Mountain Theatre), Finding Nina at (Tesseract Theatre),
Breakup Alley (Theatre LILA), and Internal Clock (Sundown Collaborative Theatre).
Emily Ann Fluchel (she/her/hers) is a recent graduate from the Jeanine Larson
Dobbins Conservatory of Theatre and Dance at Southeast Missouri State University
where she earned her BFA in Theatre Design and Technology with an emphasis is
Stage Management. She is very excited to be back in St. Louis and working with The
Q Collective. She would like to thank her parents for always supporting her no
matter how crazy life gets.
Carmen Garcia (she/her/hers) is honored to be making her debut with The Q
Collective! She has been in St. Louis theatre for the last couple of years. In that time
some of her favorite shows have been R-S Theatrics’ In The Heights, Repertory
Theatre of St. Louis’ Evita! and Frida (a new musical); and, Theatre Nuevo’s
Luchadora! She is the proud momma of the brilliant Isabel, who lights up her world.
You can read more at www.carmenunscripted.com TQMM

Matthew Kauzlarich (he/him/his) is excited to be involved with The Q Collective
for the first time! This year, he has performed onstage (Nice Work If You Can Get it,
Legally Blonde), music directed (Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat), and
played in pits (The Bridges of Madison County, A New Brain, Company, James and the
Giant Peach, Beauty and the Beast) all around STL. When not in rehearsal, Matthew is
giving piano and voice lessons, watching anime and many YouTube videos, learning
ASL, and traveling around the city. Thankful for the current opportunities and
what’s to come!
Nick Malakhow (he/him/his) is a Boston-based writer and theater educator. His
work has been developed or produced by Victory Gardens Theater, Fresh Ink,
Theatre@First, the Open Theatre Project, and the Boston Theater Marathon. His
play, Seeing Eye, was a finalist for the 2019 O'Neill NPC and the 2018 LTC Carnaval.
Nick was a Company One Playlab Unit member for C1’s 2019 season. He grew up
in the diverse town of Teaneck, New Jersey, the child of Dominican and Ukrainian
parents. BA: Swarthmore College, MA: Emerson College.
Charlie Meyers (they/them/theirs) is a theatre artist, writer, and stand-up comedian.
They completed an MFA in Playwriting from the University of Iowa in 2014, after
completing a BA in Theatre from Smith College in 2011. They have had productions
and readings of their plays from Iowa to California to New York City. They were a
semifinalist in Helium’s St. Louis’ Funniest Person competition in 2019. Over the
last year, they've had two prior collaborations with The Q Collective, with a total of
three short plays produced in Transluminate and The Coming Out Play Festival.
Sean Michael (he/they) is a long-term transplant to the St. Louis area who has
worked extensively on- and off-stage. He has served as artistic director of Monkey
Tales Theater, executive director of Tesseract Theatre, and founder and managing
editor of TheSceneShop.org theatre fan blog. In addition to the Q Collective, Sean
has directed for First Run Theatre, PRIME, and Theatre Guild of Webster Groves. I
love you dorky!
George Napper (he/him/his) is thrilled to be working with the Q again! He
previously appeared in Miss Arkansas as part of the Transluminate festival. Other
recent roles include Charlie Brown in You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown for Insight
Theatre Company. He’d like to thank his friends Chelsea, Conner, and Anna, and
his aunts Christy and Julie for always supporting him.

Janine Norman (she/her/hers) is thrilled to be making her directing debut with the
Q Collective's Coming Out Play Fest. She is a Lindenwood Theatre graduate whose
favorite on stage credits include working with Black Mirror Theatre as Sarah in their
performance of Translations, Fly North Theatricals as @sally7777777 in the premiere
of The Gringo at the St. Lou Fringe Fest, and Bluff City Theater in the title role of
Emily: The Musical. Behind the scenes work includes assistant directing with
Shakespeare Corrected in Illinois, playwriting, and costuming with Lindenwood
Theatre.
Amber Palmer’s (she/her/hers) work has been read at Activate Midwest, Flint
Repertory Theatre, Pegasus PlayLab, Bristol Valley Theater, and Theatre
Kalamazoo. A monologue from her play It’s a Small World (or The Robot Play) is
published in Best Men’s Monologues of 2019. Her play The Speedy Gonzales Memorial
Turtle Sanctuary was a finalist for City Theatre's National Award for Short
Playwriting (2019) and a regional finalist for the Gary Garrison 10 Minute Play
Award (Region 3, 2018). She will graduate with her M.F.A. in Playwriting from
Western Michigan University in Spring 2020.
Martha Patterson (she/her/hers) is a much-produced and -published author of more
than 150 plays as well as short fiction, essays, and poetry. She has been published by
Pioneer Drama Service, Applause Books, the Sheepshead Review, Silver Birch Press,
the Afro-Hispanic Review, In Case of Emergency Press, and others. She has a
Master's from Emerson and a B.A. from Mount Holyoke College. She lives in
Boston, Massachusetts.
Jennifer Perez (she/they) is a recent college graduate that moved to St. Louis from
Colorado. She is super honored and humbled to be participating in the Coming out
Festival! She has been doing theatre for 4 years. Jennifer currently identifies as
pansexual.
Cameron Pille (she/her/hers) recently graduated with a Musical Theatre Degree
from Stephens College and has been doing theatre since Middle School. Her past
roles include Millie Dillmount in Thoroughly Modern Mille, the Young Woman in
Machinal and, Herself in A Grand Night for Singing. After performing in her first
professional production as Calista in Madam, she is ecstatic to be doing her first show
with the Q Collective.

MANY THANKS TO PRINCIPIA SCHOOL FOR PROVIIDING
COSTUMES!

Michael Pisaturo (he/him/his) is a Boston-based playwright, dramaturg and
educator. His plays have been produced at Theatrikos Theater, Emerging Artists
Theatre, Towne Street Theatre, the Q Collective, and Open Theatre Project. He has
had work developed at the Association for Theatre in Higher Education National
Conference and William Inge Theater Festival New Play Lab. He has also been a
finalist for the KCACTF Gary Garrison Ten-Minute Play Award and the Samuel
French Off Off-Broadway Short Play Festival, and has been granted fellowships
through the Kennedy Center Playwriting and Dramaturgy Intensives. He is an
Associate Member of the Dramatists Guild of America.
Irene L. Pynn’s (she/her/hers) plays include I, Cockroach, The Church of Saint Bearer,
Enter, Pursued by a Whale, The Train, How to Field Dress an Android, and several tenminute shorts. She is a member of the Dramatists Guild, and her work has been
produced throughout the United States and abroad. Irene holds an MFA in writing
from Seton Hill University and a PhD in Texts and Technology from the University
of Central Florida. Her other publications include short stories, short plays,
interactive plays, alternate reality games, and a novel.
Sarah Ratcliff (she/her/hers) is ecstatic to be performing for the first time with the Q
Collective! She is currently studying BA Theatre at Lindenwood University.
Previous roles played include the Acrobat in Matilda the musical, Lucinda in Into the
Woods, and Tootles in Peter Pan. Other favorite shows include Footloose, Big Fish, and
The Secret Garden. Outside of theatre, she enjoys drawing, playing her ukulele, eating
spaghetti, and hanging out with her guinea pigs.
Winston Stilwell (he/him/his) was born in Auckland, New Zealand and moved to
Canada to follow his heart. His most recent play Outward was on stage in September
as part of the Toronto Queer Theatre Festival. This past summer Winston was a
finalist at the Newmarket National Ten Minute Play Festival with his play
Parent/Child. He is excited to be part of the Coming Out Play Festival, which marks
the first time his work has been seen outside of Canada. Winston now lives in
Toronto with his husband and their dog. For more information visit:
www.winstonstilwell.com

SPECIAL THANKS TO NICO FERRAREZ FOR CURATING
THIS EVENING’S PRE-SHOW AND INTERMISSION MUSIC.

Kelvin Urday (he/him/his) is ecstatic to be working with a progressive company like
the Q Collective! He has performed with a variety of groups in the St. Louis area
including Stray Dog Theatre, Mustard Seed Theatre Company, R-S Theatrics,
Theatre Neuvo, and Tesseract Theatre Company. He is a graduate of MU and works
as a veterinarian in Creve Couer. For all who came before.
Darrious Varner, (he/him/his) St. Louis's resident artist-of-all-trades, is stoked to be
taking the helm of Director with the Q Collective for the Coming Out Play Festival.
You've seen Darrious on stages across the city with such groups as KTK
Productions, Solid Lines Productions, Tesseract Theatre Company, West End
Players Guild, and many more. In January, he self-produced his first original
production called My Infinite Sadness and in April he released his debut album titled
"reasons." Darrious hopes that you all feel the love and connection that these shows
brought forth in him. "Blessed is the theatre for it is magic."
Ron Weiss (he/him/his) is ecstatic to have the chance to take part in this years
Coming Out play festival. Ron has been acting for years, filling roles like, Tom
Wingfield in The Glass Menagerie, and Ren McCormick in Footloose the Musical. Ron is
a Junior at Ladue Horton Watkins High School, where he is currently playing the
roles of East and Dave in the fall production of Almost, Maine. Ron is also a member
of the school’s Show Choir and all male a capella group: The Ladudes. If you want
to find out more about Ron, check out his instagram: @theronweiss.

Want to join us on– or off-stage? Leave your name and email address with
the box office and we’ll keep you up-to-date with news about upcoming
performances, workshops, classes, panel discussions, auditions, and tech
needs!

THANK YOU PATRICK KELLER FOR PROVIDING THE OUIJA BOARD AS WE CALL
THE SPIRITS THIS EVENING.

Spread the word about us!
TheQCollective.theater

@TheCollctvSTL

@the.q.collective.stl

/TheQCollectiveSTL

theqcollectivestl

