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The Qgenda 

Mission 

The Q Collective produces theatre that explores gender and 
sexuality and emphasizes development of local playwrights 
and composers in an atmosphere of respect and openness 
while also encouraging risk-taking and truth-telling. 

#NotInOurHouse 

The Q Collective is committed to maintaining a safe environ-
ment for artists to work. We have adopted the Chicago Thea-
tre Standards so that non-union artists may also have the same 
protections guaranteed to Actors Equity Association artists. 
Please find the standards at notinourhouse.org.  

The Q Collective Staff 
Artistic Director………………..……..……….Sean Michael 
Artistic Advisors………………….Tina Farmer, Scott Miller 
Graphic Designer………………………………….Kai Kiefer 
Photography…………………………………….Holly Barber 
Board of Directors…………..Ashley Downs, Sean Michael, 

Charlie Meyers, George Napper, Carol Robinson,  
Darrious Varner, Jordan Zeitler 

We want to send a special shout-out to our 
queer family at St. Paul United Church of 
Christ for hosting auditions and rehearsals 

for The Coming Out Play Festival 

Join the congregation for worship every 
Sunday at 10:15 AM! 

�ůů�ƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĂŶĐĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�Ϯϰ-ŚŽƵƌ�WůĂǇ�&ĞƐƟǀĂů�ĂŶĚ��ŽŵŝŶŐ�
KƵƚ�WůĂǇ�&ĞƐƟǀĂů�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�Ăƚ�dŚĞ��ŚĂƉĞů͘ 



 

WELCOME TO THE COLLECTIVE! 

We are so excited to welcome you to the opening of our sec-
ond season! We begin this season with our second annual 
Transluminate Arts Festival, again spotlighting the trans ex-
pansive communities through performance and visual art.  

The plays you see tonight explore acceptance, from the non-
chalance of a partner to the rejection of religious extremism. 
Tonight we invite you to explore gender beyond the binary of 
social construction, to see beyond the stereotypes. 

All people, regardless of their identity, long for the same 
things: acceptance of course, but also belonging and connec-
tion. Too often we get wrapped up in the less-than-helpful 
philosophical arguments of what is and is not, forgetting that 
real people exist at the core of these arguments. We are so glad 
that you are here, experiencing that which cuts straight to the 
heart: Theatre. 

Welcome to the Collective, those of us who see that gender, 
sexuality, and romantic orientation are not binary. We repre-
sent people, we make people feel welcome regardless of their 
identity. We need these stories so that we all understand each 
other because that’s the only way we will survive as a culture.  

With today’s increasing hostility to differences with race, gen-
der, and sexuality, it is vital and urgent that these stories are 
told.  

Art cannot the change the world. Art can change people’s 
minds and people change the world. 

 

 

Sean Michael, Artistic Director 

$1,000+ 

Richard Gutenburg 

$501-$999 

George Napper 

$251-$500 

Sean Michael 

$101-$250 

Rogue DeVille 

$26-$100 

Jim Ambrose 
Carol Robinson 

Ann Taylor 

$1-$25 

Lana Dvorak 
Bill and Nancy Frazier 

Lea Gerdes 
Jon Klingensmith 

Michele Meckfessel 
Stephen Peirick 

Natalie Piper 
Lauren Waymire 

Q-tributors 
Thank you to all of our Q-tributors. Your contri-

butions make this event possible. 



 

Many congratulations to 
our very own Hedwig, Luke 
Steingruby for their Theater 
Circle Outstanding Perfor-

mance by an Actor in a Mu-
sical nomination! 



 

Plays by Charlie Meyers�, Rachael Carnes*, Peter 
Dakutis*, Drachel Bowens-Rubin*,  

and Zach Barryte* 

Starring 
Benjamin Hunt* • Kasey Kopp� • Stasia Kroeger� • 
Naé Lowery* • Charlie Meyers • Helen Pancella • 

Julian Rodriguez* 

Stage managed by Sean Michael� 

Sound and lights by Sean Michael  
Light Board Operator -  Mason Hagarty* 

House manager - George Napper� 
Box office manager - Flynn Hayes� 

The Q Collective 

presents 

* - indicates a new face to the Q Collective 

† - indicates a returning face to the Q Collective 



 

Bumper Music 
1. I Can’t Breath 

Shamir 

2.  Transition From Nowhere to Nowhere 
Ezra Furman 

3.  Warrior Heart 
Shawnee 

4. Cryy 
Hose Rips 

5.  American Pie 
Shea Diamond 

6. Ten Feet Tall 
Light Fires 

1. I Am Her 
Shea Diamond 

2. Things Still Left to Say 
Mal Blum 

3. Hands of Hate 
Ryan Cassata 

4. The Secret That She Knew 
Mina Caputo 

5. Written Across the Sky 
Rae Spoon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Formula 666 
Sarah and the Safe Word 

7. Because of the Shame 
Against Me! 

8. Daughter 
Ryan Cassata 

9. Howl 
Aye Nako 

10. Asked for It 
Sorry, Scout 

 

ϮϬϮϬ��ŽŵŝŶŐ�KƵƚ�
WůĂǇ�&ĞƐƟǀĂů�WůĂǇ��Ăůů 
The Q Collective will soon begin seeking submis-
sions for its upcoming original short play festival 

THE COMING OUT PLAY FESTIVAL.  

Submission and Selection Period: 

Plays for THE COMING OUT PLAY FESTIVAL may be 
submitted via email only from March 15 through May 31, 
2020, with festival play selection completed by August 1, 
2020. Playwrights selected will be notified by August 1.  

Plays submitted should be based on a fairy tale, myth, leg-
end, or classic literature. Please make sure works chosen are 
in the public domain. The playwright may additionally 
choose to pair a recent headline (two-years-old or less) with 
their selection. 

Performances of THE COMING OUT PLAY FESTIVAL 
will take place Oct. 15-18, Thursday through Saturday at 
7:30 PM and Saturday through Sunday at 4:00 PM. All per-
formances will be held at The Chapel. 

 

 

For more information, including stipend, submission guidelines, 
and how to submit, please visit our website at theqcollec-

tive.theater and click the SUBMISSIONS tab. 

Playlist 



 

Charlie Meyers (they/them) is a theatre artist, writer, and stand-up 
comedian. They completed an MFA in Playwriting from the Uni-
versity of Iowa in 2014, after completing a BA in Theatre from 
Smith College in 2011. They have had productions and readings of 
their plays from Iowa to California to New York City. They current-
ly host the monthly That Queer Comedy Open Mic and were a sem-
ifinalist in Helium’s St. Louis’ Funniest Person competition in 2019. 
They’ve had three prior collaborations with The Q Collective, and 
with this production will have had 5 short plays produced in Trans-
luminate and The Coming Out Play Festival. 
 
Sean Michael (he/they) is a long-term transplant to the St. Louis 
area who has worked extensively on- and off-stage. He has served as 
artistic director of Monkey Tales Theater, executive director of Tes-
seract Theatre, and founder and managing editor of 
TheSceneShop.org theatre fan blog. In addition to the Q Collective, 
Sean has directed for First Run Theatre, PRIME, and Theatre Guild 
of Webster Groves. Gihigugma tika pangga!  
 
Helen Pancella (she/her) is thrilled to once again be working with 
The Q Collective, continuing her recent focus on new play develop-
ment with Tesseract Theatre, PRIME, and because why not? theatre 
co. She has also appeared in such classics as You Can’t Take It With 
You with Over Due Theatre Company and Fifth of July with Mera-
mec Community College. Thanks to all who continue to support 
live theatre and make these meaningful shows possible! 
 
Julian Rodriguez (he/him) is new to acting but spent quite a bit of 
time onstage in high school and college for choir and dance perfor-
mances. Originally from Michigan, he now works as a lab manager 
for a research group at Wash U that studies the formation and evo-
lution of the Earth using noble gas isotope geochemistry. He is ex-
cited to be involved with the Q Collective for the first time.  

TESTOSTERONE PEOPLE* 
written and directed by Charlie Meyers 

Jack – Kasey Kopp 
Andy – Benjamin Hunt 

WABI SABI* 
by Rachael Carnes 

directed by Sean Michael 

Mike – Julian Rodriguez 
Laurel – Stasia Kroeger 

ANOTHER KIN* 
by Drachel Bowens-Rubin and Zach Barryte 

directed by Charlie Meyers 

Sid – Kasey Kopp 
Ship – Helen Pancella 

Stasia Kroeger, Naé Lowery, and Benjamin Hunt 

REST/PEACE* 
written and performed by Charlie Meyers 

TRANSCODICIL* 
by Peter Dakutis 

directed by Sean Michael 

Joe – Julian Rodriguez 
Shawna – Naé Lowery 
Virginia – Kasey Kopp 

Loretta – Helen Pancella 

 

*World Premiere 
�St. Louis Premiere 

DĂŶǇ�ƚŚĂŶŬƐ�ƚŽ��ƌŝĂŶ�D͘��ďďŝŶŐŚĂƵƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŝƉĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ĚƌĂƉĞƐ�ŽŶƐƚĂŐĞ͊ 



 

Drachel Bowens-Rubin (they/them) and Zach Barryte (they/them) 
have been writing together since 2011, when they collaborated with 
other MIT alumni to write an original musical about the MIT stu-
dent experience called Hack, Punt, Tool. In the summer of 2017, they 
collaborated to write and produce Yaoi!!! on Fire, a fire-spinning play 
inspired by the popular anime Yuri!!! on Ice. Since 2017, they have 
been a part of the Catalyze Collaborative Playwriting Group based out 
of Central Square Theater in Cambridge, where they write ten-
minute plays. Currently, with the Hack, Punt, Tool composer, they 
are writing another original musical, about a group of scientists 
stealing a rocket ship. 
 
Zach, in collaboration with his brother, has written and is creating a 
cartoon series called Obituary. The pilot has received over 3-million 
views on YouTube. Drachel has spearheaded the production of sev-
eral narrative fire-spinning performances including The Art of Astro-
physics, Fire Block Tango, and Princess Who Saved Herself. 
 
Playwright Rachael Carnes (she/her) had more than 50 productions 
in 2019, across the U.S., U.K., Canada and Asia, with recent invita-
tions to the Inge Theatre Festival, the Midwestern Dramatists Cen-
ter and Mid-American Theater Conferences, the American Associa-
tion for Theatre in Higher Education New Play Development Se-
ries, the Sewanee Writers’ Conference, the Kennedy Center, the 
Ivoryton Playhouse Women Playwrights Initiative, the Parson’s 
Nose Theatre’s Women Playwright Series and the Samuel French 
Off-Off Broadway Festival. Rachael is a 2020 Oregon Literary Arts 
Fellowship recipient, and her work is seen in many literary journals. 
Rachael is the founder and editor of CodeRedPlaywrights, a consor-
tium of writers across the country, responding to gun violence. 
Rachael works full-time in arts administration, and she and her fam-
ily live in Eugene. www.rachaelcarnes.com 
 
Peter Dakutis (he/him) is a queer person who lives in the Atlanta 
metro area. Weekdays, he works as a technical writer/editor in the 
field of HIV prevention. Evenings and weekends, he gets busy with 
his muse through playwriting. In addition to numerous productions 
in the Atlanta area, his work has been produced around the US and 
in London. Peter is a member of Merely Writers, an Atlanta play-
writing group, and appreciates their support of his work. 

Mason Hagarty is 16 years old and transgender. He is a sophomore 
at Belleville West and part of the Little Theatre group. Hopefully by 
the end of this school year Mason will have received Thespian, 
which requires 300 hours of working behind stage for crew. He has 
been a Student Tech Director for his school’s fall play and contest 
play. His tech director has had him on Set Crew for theatre for a lot 
of the plays. Though he hasn’t yet gotten a chance to dabble in the 
Sound/Light booth at school, it has been his dream to work on 
Lights/Sound crew!  
 
Benjamin Hunt (he/him) is so excited to be a part of the Translumi-
nate Arts Festival. His most recent St. Louis theatrical credits in-
clude directing Buried Child with Myriad Productions and portraying 
Kurt Kelly in Heathers: The Musical. Throughout his career he’s been 
blessed to do some of his favorite shows including My Fair Lady, Our 
Town, and his all-time favorite role, Larry in Mr. Marmalade. Benja-
min would like to thank his friends, his family, and God for their 
never-ending support. 
 
Kasey Kopp (she/her) works in a public library in Illinois where she 
is slowly but surely broadening the system's collection of new and 
old plays. When not at the library, she is usually found working on 
the stage crew at Looking Glass Playhouse, a community theater in 
Lebanon, IL, where she only occasionally must fight the raccoons 
for territory in the catwalks. She has two cats, both of whom sup-
port her creative endeavors, at least if they get their daily kibbles. 
 
Stasia Kroeger (she/they) is thrilled working with the Q Collective 
again as part of this year's Transluminate Arts Festival after partici-
pating in 2018's Coming Out Play Festival. She is a junior at Clay-
ton High School, and in her free time, she enjoys rock climbing, art, 
and spending time with her cats. 
 
Naé Lowery (they/them) is beyond excited to be debuting with The 
Q Collective. Lowery is also known for their roles The Colored Muse-
um and The Little Princess. Lowery recently graduated high school in 
May and plans to study Global Journalism at Webster University, 
while traveling abroad. Lowery is an accomplished cosmetologist 
and poet, enjoying their free time with their family and is an avid 
member of the LGBTQIA+ Community and is honored to be a part 
of something bigger than themself.  


